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406 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

The work has undoubtedly some useful features, among which, for
example, we would call special -attention to the plates on pp. 48 and 49
of vol. L, showing a considerable number of profiles of portions of
Italian railways in such a manner that they may almost be allowed to
speak for themselves even when examined by those who do not under-
stand Italian, though we may here state that the figures on the left of
each profile give the distances in kilometres from the starting point of
the section, those to the right the altitude in metres above sea-level.

But while recognising the good points in the work we cannot admit
that the boast of the preface (p. iv) that the exposition of the subject is
"rigorously scientific" is borne out in the body of the book. Is it
rigorously scientific to say (i. p. 12) that there are two points of
the compass easy to find, the east and the west, the former at or
near where the sun seems to rise every morning, the latter at or near
that at which it seems to set every evening 1 That is, no doubt, more
nearly true for Novara than for Edinburgh, still it is rather wide of the
truth sometimes even at Novara in spite of the illustration (Fig. 2, on
p. 11). Is it again rigorously scientific to say (p. 14) that the pole-star
indicates exactly (appunto) the north 1 Or still more strangely that the
Southern Cross indicates exactly the south ? To say (p. 62) that the
level of the sea represents a surface every point in which is at the same
distance from the centre of the earth ? That the surface water of the
sea is always a little warmer than the superincumbent air (p. 70) 1
That the deep waters of the ocean are salter than the surface waters
(p. 71) 1 That places close to the sea have mild winters (p. 115 ; INew
York, Vladivostok) ?

In the second volume one would have expected in a " practical"
geography to see more attention paid to the navigability of rivers, but
though this is not entirely neglected the treatment of the subject
cannot be considered adequate even for the scope of the work. It is
surely remarkable to find no mention either on p. 311 or p. 322 of the
rapids of the Dnieper, than which it would be difficult to find a more
important feature in the geography of Eussia, especially as related to its
history. One would like to see some exposition of the principles on
which the map of the physico-ethnographical regions of Europe between
pp. vi and vii of vol. ii. is drawn up.

SOME JAPANESE CITIES.1

" THE steep slopes of Dai Nippon, fertile only under spade tillage, will
for ever insure Japan the persistence of a numerous peasantry. For
geological and geographical reasons, as from national motives, therefore,
Japan will probably never sacrifice its farmer to its industrial class, as
England has done."2 While this is doubtless true as a general state-

1 Japan, the new World Power. By Robert P. Porter. London: Oxford University
Press, 1915. Price 6s. net

2 Influences of Geographic Environment (E. C. Semple), p. 557.

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
K

ie
l]

 a
t 1

7:
55

 2
4 

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

14
 



SOME JAEANESE CITIES. 407

ment, the analysis of the population statistics of Japan shows a steadily
increasing percentage of town-dwellers. In 1894 nearly 16 per cent, of •
the people lived in towns of over 10,000 inhabitants; in 1908 (census
year) this percentage had risen to nearly 25 ; the corresponding figures
from the 1913 census are not yet available, but Mr. Porter anticipates
that 30 per cent, of the population will be found in urban districts.1

From the returns in the Statesman's Year Booh for 1916 (in which some
1913 census results appear) we find in Japan thirty-five cities with a
population of over 50,000, i.e. containing over 14 per cent, of the total
population.^

This is one reason why we have decided to treat of Japanese cities,
but several other considerations led us to the same conclusion. Professor
K. Oseki has given us recently articles dealing with the Economic
Geography of Japan and with the Japanese Alps,3 while in our July
issue of the present year we have an account of mountaineering in Japan.
Moreover, Mr. Porter devotes separate chapters to the larger cities, on
which we may base our remarks. Finally, Japanese cities illustrate the
course of Japan's history from both economic and political standpoints.

Few countries can boast of so many capital cities as Japan. This is
explained by the superstitious dread in ancient days of any place in
which a person had died. Hence, on an Emperor's decease his successor
founded a new capital. Thus Japan has had sixty capitals, most of
them situated between Lake Biwa and the Inland Sea; but now they are
mere villages or only empty names.4 Among them, however, is Kyoto,
which benefited by the desire, founded on an advancing civilisation, for
a more settled centre of government. The Court was established there
in 794 A.D., and with few interruptions remained there till the great
revolution of 1868. Even today it ranks as a capital city under the
name Saikyo (Western Capital), by which it is distinguished from Tokyo
(Eastern Capital).

It is by its old name that the city is best known to the British
people. Kyoto, the Athens of Japan, " from time immemorial the centre
of learning, and literature, where the most classic form of speech is
current," 5 is a superbly situated city. Japan is a mountainous country,
with few plains. Indeed, there are only two delta-plains that may be
described as large. These two plains contain the three largest cities of
the country. Kyoto, the smallest of the three, has now over half a
million inhabitants.6 It lies in the northern part of the plain of Yama-
shiro, stretching along the banks of the Kamo river, west to the river
Katsura, and south to their confluence with the Yodo river. Around
are well-wooded mountain slopes, " decked with gay shrines and temple
gates." Although the mountains shut it off from Lake Biwa, it is con-

1 Porter, p. 137.
2 The corresponding figures for the United Kingdom (1911 Census) are ninety-two cities

with 40 per cent, of the total population.
3 S.G.M., 1915.
4 Things Japanese (B. H. Chamberlain), p. 79.
5 Stanford's Compendium of Geography (Asia), vol. i. p. 499.
6 Census (1913), 509,380.
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40,8 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

nected with that fine sheet of water by road, canal, and rail. The city
was laid out on what we know now as the American method, and the
plan given in Rein1 shows the main but narrow streets running east to
the bridges over the Kamo, crossed at right angles by other streets
stretching to the city limits. In the heat of summer the populace enjoys
the cool of the evenings along the banks of the clear Kamo-gawa; or the
bracing mountain air attracts the people to the hills, for though Kyoto
is about twenty miles from the sea, it is situated only 162 feet above
sea-level.

Kyoto is the "City of Tranquillity," where one can most easily
imagine one's self in Old Japan. Yet it is a city of electric cars and
lighting, a railway junction, and an industrial centre. The principal
manufactures are artistic silk embroideries, cord-knitting, lace-work;
ceramics; fine lacquer work; fans of better quality; metal-working;
cloisonne' enamels; dolls and toys, etc. These are typically Japanese
goods, and " it is safe to assert that the best quality in nearly all of these
lines of small but artistic industries will be found to be of Kyoto origin." 2

For over a thousand years Kyoto was the recognised capital of Japan.
There the Emperor lived his inactive life in godlike seclusion, while the
Empire was ruled and administered by royal or non-royal families. The
mountainous nature of the country, which, as in Scotland, favoured the
development of a clan system, was not adapted to centralised govern-
ment. Thus we find a delegated and decentralised form of rule. At
the time of the founding of Kyoto the Fujiwara family was supreme.
The Fujiwara were the uncontrolled agents of the Emperor; they not
only chose the Empresses from among the ladies of their house and thus
moulded the royal family to their will, but also frequently induced the
reigning sovereign to abdicate in early manhood in. order to maintain
their power by a series of minorities in the imperial line. Such influence
could be maintained only by residence in the capital while their provinces
were ruled and their armies led by substitutes. The successful warriors
in the fighting against the Ainu of the marches were granted the con-
quered land free of taxation. This they in turn offered on. easy terms
to the peasants of the taxed districts who were ready to support their
new landlords.

" "While the later generations of the Fujiwara were, in the ease and
luxury of the Court at Kioto, sinking into the condition of idle and
incapable voluptuaries,"3 one of the military generals, Yoritomo (1192-
1198), made himself virtually master of the empire, fixed his head-
quarters at Kamakura with the title of Sei-i-tai Shogun (barbarian-
subduing generalissimo), and obtained a commission from the Emperor
to reorganise Japan. This reconstruction took the form of a military
feudalism, with the Shogun as overlord; and the civilians, though sub-
ordinate in all matters of administration to the Shogun and his officials,
enjoyed a period of peace. This stage marks the beginning of the end
of Kyoto's position as capital, for Kamakura (about thirty miles from

1 Japan, p. 468. 2 Porter, p. 427.
3 The Evolution of New Japan (J. H. Longford), p. 4.
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SOME JAPANESE CITIES. 409

Tokyo) had become the de facto centre of government. This dual system
of nominal rule at Kyoto and virtual government at Kamakura lasted
till 1868. "At Kyoto there was always the Emperor, the legitimate
sovereign, the acknowledged source of all authority and the sole fountain
of honour, surrounded by a small retinue of courtiers, who were known
as Kuge, many of whom sprang from the Imperial family, and all of
whom claimed an origin and descent that were only less illustrious than
those of the Emperor. Both Emperor and court were entirely depen-
dent on the Shoguns for their means of support, which were for many
long centuries provided with such parsimony that all were practically
sunk in abject poverty. On the other side, the Shogun's courts, first at
Kamakura and afterwards at Yedo, with an interval between the two at
Kyoto, in the very shadow of the Emperor's own palace, were maintained
in the utmost imperial splendour; the national executive was entirely in
the hands of the Shoguns and their ministers, and all the land in the
provinces was parcelled among feudal lords—the daimio—the majority
of whom sprang from soldiers of fortune, who were rewarded by succes-
sive dynasties of the Shoguns with the grant of large estates, the spoils
of almost unceasing civil war."1 The later part of Kyoto's history is
best told in connection with that of Tokyo, and will be described in the
story of the present capital.

Kyoto is an inland city; but an island country, like our own, has its
most important cities situated round its coastline. They are generally
the outlets for the most productive areas, and the inlets for the commo-
dities necessary for the population that these areas demand for their
development. The great seaports of Japan are for the most part new
cities that have grown up since 1868, when Japan emerged from her
long period of seclusion, and entered into competition with the world at
large.2

At the delta-mouth of the Yodo river is Osaka, the port of Kyoto.
This city is intersected with canals from the river, and is the Venice of
Japan. It was the centre where the daimio3 stored his grain; and in
the days of small boats could easily market its surplus products. Thus
Osaka became a grain centre and the focus of industrial activity. With
the fall of the daimio the city lost its main source of wealth, and had to
start its career afresh. An impetus was given by the establishment of
the Imperial mint under British superintendence (1868-1872).4 It is,
however, owing to the introduction of western industries, carried on by
western methods, that Osaka occupies the proud position of second city.

1 The Evolution of New Japan (J. H. Longford), p. 6.
2 "Up to the beginning of the seventeenth century Japan had exploited her advantageous

location and her richly indented coast to develop a maritime trade which extended from
Kamchatka to India; but in 1684 an imperial order withdrew every Japanese vessel from the
high seas, and for over two hundred years robbed her busy littoral of all its historical sig-
nificance."—E. C. Semple, op. cit., p. 285.

"The fisheries, nevertheless, kept alive that intimacy with the sea, and preserved the
nautical efficiency that was destined to be a decisive factor in the development of awakened
Japan."—Ibid., p. 332.

3 The daimio were the territorial lords or barons of feudal Japan.
4 The last of the British employés left in 1889.— Things Japanese, p. 108.
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410 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

Its population of nearly a million and a half1 "ply their various trades
alongside the avenues of traffic, and even in boats on the canals. Now
you pass through a long street given over to pottery and porcelain; next
through one devoted to umbrellas and fans. There are emporiums of
cotton fabrics, of rugs, of brushes, of leather goods, of bronze and metal
work, of provisions, and of clothing.

"Methods and implements are as varied as are the occupations.
Here are men with their bronze skin bare, save for a breech-cloth round
the loins, pounding rice with a long wooden pole. Next door a dozen
operatives are making garments with the latest American sewing-
machines." 2 Osaka is indeed the city of contrasts. " You may within a
few minutes view in operation the oldest and most primitive spinning-
mill and the most intricate modern Jacquard machine." 3 Osaka has all
sorts of industries; in fact, almost every industry is represented there,
though most are worked only on a small scale. From one of the chief.
manufactures it has earned the title of "the Manchester of Japan."
Cotton yarns and cloth are its most important exports in its great trade
with China, Korea, and Kwantung. Ked-brick cotton mills are built
after the fashion of those of our country, but do not exceed two stories
in height. This feature, common to all Japanese buildings (which are
mostly of wood) is due to the prevalence of earthquakes, which have
frequently been destructive in the country, either directly by destroying
buildings, indirectly by causing fires through the overturning of the
hibachi, or by a combination of these calamities.

The great fire in Osaka (1909) has led to municipal improvements in
the widening of streets, better house-building and housing improve-
ments. Trade has necessitated harbour improvements; land has been
reclaimed, and stone breakwaters built. But Osaka is not a natural
harbour like Kobe; it is too shallow to allow large ocean-going vessels
to enter, and its trade passes very largely through Kobe, which lies an
hour's rail run to the west. Still it has a large sea-borne traffic; it is
Japan's third sea-port,4 with rather less than one-quarter of the total
trade of either Yokohama or Kobe.

i Census (1913), 1,395,823. 2 Porter, p. 410. 3 Ibid.
4 THE GREATER SEAPORTS.

(From the "Times" Japanese Supplement, July 15, 1916.)
(Figures in pounds sterling, one pound for 10 yen.)

Y o k o h a m a ,

K o b e , . . . .

O s a k a

M o j i ,

Y o k k a i c h i ,

N a g a s a k i , . . . .

Exports.

£31,682,139

17,047,004

7,345,245

2,089,581

433,400

474,562

] 113.

Imports.

£23,510,210

34,660,898

4,167,553

3,733,407

j 1,984,840

1,613,690

J^xpurts.

£30,595,359

19,759,783

9,382,264

1,860,438

310,149

463,967

1915.

Imports.

£14,034,597

26,921,640

5,061,095

2,320,697

1,731,929

782,952
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SOME JAPANESE CITIES. 4 1 1

Kobe, twenty miles west of Osaka, with which it is connected by
electric tram, is a new town, magnificently situated on its deep, safe
harbour.1 As has been indicated, Kobe and Osaka serve the same
hinderland, the precedence of the former being almost entirely due to
the superiority of its harbour. The trade of the city has been important
since the middle of the sixteenth century, but the modern advance dates
only from 1867, when Hyogo, now practically a suburb of Kobe, was
opened to foreign trade. The growth of Kobe's foreign trade may be
read in the following figures 2:—

1878
1888
1898
1908

Value of Exports
and Imports.

£1,253,150
4,297,200

19,825,300
24,505,200

1909
1910
1913 s

1915 s

\ alue of Exports
and Imports.

£28,484,133
36,124,382-
51,707,902
46,681,423

Kobe now controls about 38 per cent, of Japan's foreign trade, and
with a rich industrial hinderland still growing in productive capacity,
and increasing commercial relationships with China, Manchuria, and
Korea, may ultimately become the premier port of Japan. " Several
years ago the Government found that the rapid development of the trade
of Kobe demanded improved harbour facilities, so harbour works were
authorised and started, such as the connection of land and sea transport,
the building of a number of quays, the reclaiming of a large area of
ground for warehouses and wharves. These improvements, which are
nearing completion, coupled with the opening of the Panama Canal and
the central situation of Kobe with regard to the Asiatic trade, will still
further strengthen the position of Kobe in years to come." i Meantime
Kobe holds the first place as an import centre, its imports exceeding in
value those of Yokohama by over £11,000,000 (1913), a result due to
the demand for raw materials, such as cotton, in the hinderland.

Kobe is a manufacturing centre of some importance. " Her ship-
building and repairing dockyards employ some three thousand hands, and
in the case of the Mitsu Bishi firm, are in connection with shipbuilding
establishments at Nagasaki. The Kanegafuchi spinning-works, boasting
the most model organisation in Japan, are here; also the Kobe steel-
works, and a variety of other important manufacturing and industrial
undertakings." 5 Thus Kobe is more than a merely commercial city, and
supports a population of nearly half a million.6

We left the Shogun established at Kamakura, on the great plain of
Kwanto, which is watered by the river Sumida. " Kamakura, taken by
storm and burnt to the ground in 1455, and again in 1526, gradually
lost its importance,"7 and its former area is now largely covered with
woods and rice-fields. The great Iyeyasu made the little village of Yedo
—— , .— •

1 Rein's Japan, p. 473. 2 Porter, p. 434.
3 "Times" Japanese Supplement, July 15, 1916.
4 "Times" Japanese Supplement, July 15, 1916.
5 Porter, p. 435. 6 Census (1913), 442, 167.
7 Things Japanese, p. 80.
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4 1 2 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

his place of residence in 1598, and developed the region which was to
become the seat of modern Japanese power.

Meanwhile Japan had reversed her foreign policy. In 1624
foreigners were expelled and foreign trade came to an end. Such
drastic measures are to be traced to the behaviour of the foreigners in
the country; " the Jesuits were quarrelling with the Franciscans, the
Portuguese traders with the Spaniards, and the Dutch, who were
Protestants, with all Europeans, lay and clerical."1 Japan had entered
on her two hundred years' sleep, from which she was not awakened till
the mission of Commodore Perry from the United States in 1853.

The causes of this attempt to open diplomatic relations with Japan
are closely connected with the development of the Pacific border of the
United States. "A large whaling trade had grown up in the Pacific;
American sailors were cast away from time to time in Japanese waters;
and it was intolerable that their repatriation should be attended with
complications."2 The Opium War of 1840 had opened Chinese ports to
foreign traders, and American vessels required a coaling station in Japan.
California was yielding her large supplies of gold to an increasing
number of settlers, who "resolved to force their acquaintance upon
Japan."

On the west Russia was pushing her influence to the Pacific, where
Japanese interests were involved. A Russian raid on Sakhalin convinced
Japan that she could no longer maintain her seclusion, and she began
almost feverishly to prepare for the maintenance of her independence.

Perry landed at Yedo and laid his country's proposals before the
Japanese. The result was the first commercial treaty with a foreign
Power. Japan undertook "to accord kind treatment to shipwrecked
sailors; to permit foreign vessels to obtain stores and provisions within
her territory, and to allow American ships to anchor in the ports at
Shimoda and Hakodate." 3 Similar treaties were signed by the Shogun
with England, Russia, and the Netherlands.

These treaties were unpopular with the Emperor's party, which
initiated an "Expel the foreigner" movement. This led to naval
demonstrations at Shimonoseki by British, French, Dutch, and
Americans, and at Kagoshima by the British. " In the face of the Kago-
shima bombardment and the Shimonoseki expedition no Japanese
subject could retain any faith in his country's ability to oppose Occi-
dentals by force. Thus the year 1863 was memorable in Japan's
history. It saw the 'barbarian-expelling' agitation deprived of the
Emperor's sanction ; it saw the two principal clans, Satsuma and Choshu,
convinced of their country's impotence to defy the Occident; it saw the
nation almost fully roused to the disintegrating effects of the feudal
system; and it saw the traditional antipathy to foreigners beginning to
be exchanged for a desire to study their civilisation and to adopt its
best features."4

These events led to the recognition of the Emperor ai:d the downfall

1 Porter, p. 45. 2 Porter, p. 62.
3 Porter, p. 65. 4 Encycl. Brit., xv. p. 239, quoted, Porter, p. 71.
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SOME JAPANESE CITIES. 4 1 3

of the Shoguh.1 Mutsu-hito inaugurated the new era by receiving in
1868 a number of foreign diplomatists; shortly afterwards he removed
his court to Yedo, which was renamed- Tokyo. This change of
capital corresponds with the change in Japan's policy. Kyoto, an inland
city, was the capital under a narrow home policy; Tokyo, on the
coast, marked the adoption of the broad foreign policy of an awakened
Japan.

But Tokyo did not derive any immediate benefit from the change.
The abolition of feudalism brought greater ruin to the city in a short
time than fires and earthquakes could have done. "For, with the fall
of the Shogunate, with the disappearance of the fiefs, the mansions
erected by the feudatories in Yedo were demolished, and the noble
parks in which they stood, parks created by the combined efforts of art
and nature working through three centuries, were, according to one
historian, with very few exceptions ' literally torn to pieces, so that the
places they had adorned became vacant and desolate regions; blots
breaking the continuity of the populous city.' " 2

This was only an inter-period, for the new government had posts
to fill. Hence Tokyo benefited by a friendly invasion of officials and
would-be officials. There are now over two million inhabitants 3 in the
capita], which covers an area of nearly twenty-nine square miles. As in
other Japanese cities the streets are narrow and the houses only two
stories high. Yet there are a hundred miles of electric tramways; and
with houses of brick and stone and factory chimneys, Tokyo is fast
losing the appearance of a Japanese city and becoming the amorphous
mass that all modern cities tend to become. It is very largely a com-
mercial city, though it is not an important seaport—only vessels of
light draught can enter the river; some new textile factories have been
established, and there is a large army of officials, professional people and
those engaged in personal service.

The city " is excellently policed and fairly well lighted, has a sufficient
water supply, and a public school system that will rank with those of
most European cities."4 But the drainage system leaves room for
improvement, and the streets are bad. The former drawback may
explain a remark of Professor Chamberlain,—"With so much to appeal
to the eye, Tokyo has not a little that appeals to the nose"5; for the
latter a " long-suffering public, who pursue their weary task of grinding
in the rough pebbles, the scattering of which over the highway consti-
tutes the municipality's sole function as a roadmaker,"6 is blamed, as
are also the monsoon rains which turn the roads into quagmires.

The jinrikisha, said to have been invented by an American, and
humorously described by another as the "Pull-man car," was introduced
to suit the narrow streets, but in Tokyo at least surface tramways and
elevated railways are rapidly usurping its place in public favour.

Before leaving the extensive capital of the Japanese Empire with its
1 It was well tor Japan that internal troubles engaged the attention of Europe and

America at this period.
2 Porter, p. 398. 3 Census (1913), 2,050,126. 4 Porter, p. 402.
5 Things Japanese, p. 81. 6 Porter, p. 403.
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4 1 4 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

sea of houses rising from the flat shore of Yedo Bay where the troubled
waters of the Sumida mingle with those of the sea1—but where a new
harbour project is under discussion, and reclamation has begun2—we
may quote Professor Longford's description of Tokyo as it is to-day.
"Tokyo of the present day has all the amenities of the London of
George v. It is a more comfortable, convenient, safe and healthy place
in which to live, but all that made Yedo so picturesque has gone. Only
one feature of its mediaeval and feudal splendour has been preserved.
The deep moats, massive walls and turf-clad glacis that encircled the
palace of the Shogun still surround the palace of the Emperor and have
lost none of their grandeur. The pine and cherry trees still line the
moat edges and the walls, and myriads of waterfowl still find a sanc-
tuary in the moats. Everything else is gone. Even the parks have
been disfigured by architectural monstrosities in glaringly red bricks,
and the son of the stately silk-robed samurai now hurries, in a tweed
suit and a felt hat, to his desk in a bank in a noisy, crowded, electric
tram-car. At night the main streets are as brilliant, populous, noisy
and safe as Piccadilly; they are entirely exempt from Piccadilly's
plague spot in that there is no open display of female vice, and the
danger that confronts the peaceful pedestrian is no longer the sword of
the samurai but the motor of the road-hog."3

Yokohama, the outlet for Tokyo and the first seaport of Japan, lies
south of the capital, with a spacious harbour on the west of Yedo Bay.
Behind the city rises a low range of hills, while farther west Fujiyama
stands out boldly. " A long, low-lying city, with a background of hills
guarded by the bluff and ridge of Nogo—such is Yokohama from the
sea."*

Nearness to the capital has undoubtedly made Yokohama the
supreme port; but as the outlet of the Kwanto plain and northern
Honshiu, and inlet for the great population of its hinderland, with which
it is now well connected, it would have become great in any case. It is
chiefly as an export centre that Yokohama is pre-eminent, but when
we consider that it handles practically the whole of Japan's silk export,
and that silk is by far the most valuable Japanese export, we can
understand better this pre-eminence. It is shown in the following
table5:—

1908
1909
1910
1913
1915

Imports.
£15,128,800

13,100,000
15,428,455
23,510,210
14,034,597

Exports.
£19,080,500

20,516,000
22,517,447
31,682,139
30,595,359

Total.
£34,209,300

33,616,000
37,945,902
55,192,349
44,629,956 6

1 Rein's Japan, p. 475.
2 "Times" Japan Supplement, July 15, 1916.
3 The Evolution of New Japan, pp. 152-3. 4 Porter, p. 428.
5 Figures 1908-1910 from Porter, p. 431; 1913 and 1915 from "Times" Japanese Supple-

ment, July 15, 1916.
6 This total is less than that of Kobe for the same year, but it must be remembered that

1915 was a war year and therefore exceptional.
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> SOME JAPANESE CITIES. 4 1 5

The total foreign trade of Yokohama represents about 41 per cent,
of the total foreign trade of Japan. Mr. Porter thinks that this superi-
ority of Yokohama will long remain unchallenged, basing his conclusion
largely on the Panama Canal, which may make a change in trade routes
by which Yokohama will benefit. We are inclined to agree with the
opinion already quoted from the Times; we scarcely think that Yoko-
hama will benefit more by the problematical success of the Panama
Canal than will Kobe, while the industries of the latter city give it an
advantage over Yokohama.

Yokohama is the sixth city of Japan,1 coming after Kobe, but having
more than twice as many inhabitants as its immediate successor.2 I t is
a great banking centre, no fewer than twenty-four banks having their
headquarters there. The first Japanese railway was laid between Tokyo
and Yokohama in 1872, and recent railway extensions have connected
Yokohama more intimately with its hinderland. In particular, the silk
region has been brought into closer relation with its outlet. On the
other hand, much of the tea formerly exported through the chief port is
now carried to Shimizu, on Suruga Bay, much nearer the tea-producing
area.3

Nagoya, at the head of Ise Bay, is the fourth city of Japan.4 Eein
says of the city, " It has not particularly attractive environs, but an
intelligent, energetic population."6 Porter tells us that no city of Japan
has improved so much as Nagoya,6 so that Kein's stricture may perhaps
be no longer deserved. It is an industrial city, atout 200 miles west of
Tokyo, and 100 miles east of Kyoto. Here are the centre of the
cloisonne industry, the headquarters of " Birmingham " wares (Nagoya
manufactures enormous quantities of clocks for the Asiatic market), and
many textile factories. Seto and Tajimi, in the hinderland, have
potteries, and the area is famous for its porcelain.7

To many people Nagasaki is the best known of Japanese ports.
This is due to historical circumstances. Eegular intercourse between
Japanese and Europeans dates from the middle of the sixteenth century,
when Portuguese traders were carried to Kiushiu by stress of weather.
They followed up a kindly reception by fitting out commercial expedi-
tions. Friendly trading relations were maintained till the Jesuits—
"the privateers of the church"—by an aggressive intolerance, raised
suspicions in the Japanese that missionaries were the forerunners of an
invading army. We have said previously that there were religious and
commercial quarrels among the foreigners themselves, and that in 1624
foreigners were expelled. The Dutch traders were exempted from this
edict, and were allowed to settle in Deshiman Island—some three acres
in extent—near Nagasaki. Here, under humiliating restrictions, they
had a monopoly of the trade between Europe and Japan. Somewhat

1 Census (1913), 397, 574. 2 Hiroshima, pop. (1918), 167,130.
3 "Times" Japanese Supplement, July 15, 1910. 4 Census (1913), 452,043.
5 Japan, p. 488. 6 P. 437.
7 Porter makes no reference to Yokkaichi, a new flourishing port of the manufacturing

district round Nagoya. Yet it ranks fifth among Japanese seaports. It is situated on the
west shore of Ise Bay.
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4 1 6 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

similar limitations were placed on the Chinese.1 On the western side
of Nagasaki lies the little island of Taka-hoko, "from whose steep
heights many hundreds of tortured and faithful Christians were once
cast into the sea." 2

Thus Nagasaki, excellently situated at the end of a long narrow bay,
along one of the deepest and safest harbours in Japan, was the only
port that was not hermetically sealed during the two hundred years of
seclusion. Through it western science filtered into Japan. Since the
re-opening of Japan to world-commerce Nagasaki has lost ground, and
now holds only the sixth place among the seaports. Such a result is
due to the superior hinderlands of those ports which have outdistanced
Nagasaki. Industrially the Mitsu Bishi dockyard and engineering works
are its most important feature. In population Nagasaki occupies eighth
place among Japanese cities.3

Twenty years ago Moji was a small fishing port; to-day it is the
fourth Japanese seaport, with a population of 71,977. This rapid
growth is the direct result of Japan's recent wars, no less than of the
demand for coal. Moji, " the nearest port to Korea and Manchuria that
can be approached by railway either from the mainland or from Kiu-
shiu,"4 is the outlet for extensive coalfields ; hence it is a great coaling
station for both war vessels and mercantile fleets, besides carrying on a
brisk coal trade with Hongkong and other Asiatic ports. " One cannot
see Moji for coal; the eye of the traveller as he approaches the port is
attracted by great dunes of coal on all sides, and his steamer is probably
one of the fleet awaiting the services of the small sampans in the harbour
to have coal brought to it." 6

Niigata (Newport), on the west coast of Honshiu, a little above the
mouth of the broad but shallow Shinanogawa, is a fishing-port.6 " Owing,
to the bar, common to the mouths of Japanese rivers, steamers cannot
enter the port, and have to anchor in the open roadstead; hence the
trade by sea, never of any real importance, is confined to the summer
months—May to October. The winter storms that set in with the
north-west monsoon, blowing from the cold Siberian coast, rage with
terrific violence, deep snow falls, and traffic ceases."7 The houses are
built with projecting eaves to afford protection to passengers against
snowfalls in winter, and against the hot rays of the midday sun in
summer.8

Space is lacking to describe the cities that have arisen as the result
of Japanese expansion. The annexation of Korea—the sword pointed
at Japan's heart—together with • the growing Eussian trade, have given
Tsuruga increased importance ; by the development of Hokkaido and of
Karafuto, Otaru has achieved greatness.9 For fuller descriptions .of
these and other cities we refer the reader to the book itself. "We are

1 Porter, pp. 41-47. 2 Rein, p. 521.
3 Census (1913), 161,174. 4 Porter, p. 436.
5 Ibid., p. 435. 6 Census (1913), 66,622.
7 The Far East (A. Little), pp. 285-6. 8 Rein, p. 503.
9 Porter is wrong in describing Otaru as the largest city in Hokkaido. Its population

(1913) is 92,864, while Hakodate has 99,795 inhabitants (1913).
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SOME JAPANESE CITIES, 417

fully conscious that our analysis of these towns yields no synthetic
picture of them, and we agree with Mr. Porter that " we can no more
get a recognisable picture of a town from prosaic description and statis-
tical information than we can visualise the face of a man who is ' wanted'
from the details given at police stations."} Yet the details are of some
value.

Mr. Porter's volume seems to be merely a reprint of his The Full
Recognition of Japan, with a new introductory survey dealing with
Japan's share in the great war, and the vital questions arising there-
from. "VVe note, for example, that, though the volume is dated 1915,
he talks of Mutsuhito as if he were still ruling. Mutsuhito died in
1912, and was succeeded by Yoshihito, the present Emperor. Similarly
the awkward phrase "the present year" refers mainly to 1910-11, and
no statistics date beyond 1910. For these reasons we fail to understand
the purpose of a new title for the volume.

It is interesting to compare the conclusions arrived at by Mr. Porter
with those of Professor Oseki in the Scottish Geographical Magazine for
1915. There are some absolute contradictions in the two accounts, e.g.
on emigration questions in relation to over-population, and on the
quality of the indigo of the Loochoo Islands.

Mr. Porter's volume is really an encyclopaedia of Japan, and as such
is of the greatest value to the geographer. It is weak on the physical
and climatic side, so that though the author remains our authority for
the present state of the industrial and commercial development of the
" Great Britain of the East," we must refer to Rein's classical volume for
details of physical structure, etc. Perhaps Mr. Porter may yet give us
a new edition of his book in two volumes, one devoted to structure,
physical features, climate and people; the other incorporating the
economic material he has digested so thoroughly. There is ample room
in the market for a modern Rein ; it is time we had an up-to-date and
authoritative account of the new World Power.

In one respect in particular Mr. Porter deserves our heartiest thanks.
He has given us first-hand information in regard to the Japanese Empire,
and especially the relatively new area included in that Empire—Formosa,
Korea, Karafuto; or administered by Japan,—the Kwantung peninsula
and the Manchurian railway. His chapter on the Soya Bean is both
informative and interesting.

To economic geographers the whole book is intensely interesting, for
no country has achieved the rank of a first-rate Power in so short a
period as Japan; and the analysis of the methods, whether they be
political or economic, by which her position has been attained, is of very
great value. Nor has Mr. Porter overlooked other aspects of Japan's
advance. Education, the arts, music, and all that makes for social
progress among the people find sympathetic consideration in his pages.

Despite our criticism of details, we cannot but admire the work the
author has done, and the manner in which he has presented his results.

1 P. 441.

VOL. XXXII. 2 E
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4 1 8 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

The price of the volume—6s. for nearly 800 pages of first-hand informa-
tion, accompanied by specially prepared maps—should in itself disarm
criticism, and we are sure that Mr. Porter's authoritative study will find
a place on the ta"ble in many business men's rooms; it is not a volume to
hide away on the bookshelves.

J. H. BIRRELL.

THE SO-CALLED MYTHICAL ISLANDS OF THE ATLANTIC
IN MEDIEVAL MAPS.1

By WILLIAM H. BABCOCK.

THE ISLAND OF THE SEVEN CITIES.

I HAVE necessarily touched on this a little in treating of Antillia because
they were so long considered the same, though at the last the two names
were rather widely severed. They may have been equally distinct in
their earlier use, the one being certainly of historic or pseudo-historic
origin, the other geographic only. In support of this, we may point to
the fact that the application of "The Seven Cities " t o a part of St.
Michael is undoubted, but there' is no evidence that it was ever called
Antillia. Further, we have seen an indication that Corvo perhaps bore
the latter name for a time ; but without any attribution of seven cities,
so far as we know. Indeed they could hardly be supposed to thrive on
so small a rock of the ocean. When both names went far westward
early in the fifteenth century they adhered to the same island, and may
have done so earlier, at least sometimes, in the popular mind.

The final severance was so conspicuous that seventeenth-century
Spaniards made expeditions in search of the Seven Cities among inner-
continental wilds, although they would have been astonished by the
commission to seek Antillia there. They did actually find what they
called The Seven Cities of Cibolo, reports of which had been filling their
minds with images of grandeur and luring them afar over the sand
wastes and ragged ranges—found these " Cities " as the now familiar
terraced villages of sun-dried bricks, not over clean nor over rich, and
picturesque rather than beautiful, such as sedentary Indians had been
building for centuries. All expectation of any surviving descendants
or relics of the seven bishops' colony, in the face of incongruous facts,
naturally died away.

But about the same time the Island of the Seven Cities set up for
itself at sea, with no alternate name. Thus Descellier'.s map in 1546
anchors it, as an island of considerable size, south-east of Nova Scotia,
in a considerably higher latitude than the Bermudas, and opposite what
is now a very thickly populated part of America—a choice of location
arguing some temerity even in the middle of the sixteenth century.
However, at least one map in the Egerton collection of the British

1 For earlier articles see p. 73 et anlea.
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